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•  What is PIAAC? 
•  Which countries are participating? 
•  Who takes PIAAC in each country?  
•  How is PIAAC delivered? 
•  What’s new about PIAAC? 
•  What does PIAAC Assess? 
•  What can PIAAC provide? 
 

Overview 
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•  PIAAC is designed as an international, multi-cycle 
 assessment of adults 16-65 years of age 
•  It is the most comprehensive international survey 
 of adult skills ever undertaken 
•  PIAAC assesses the level of core skills possessed 
 by adults in participating countries and 
 provides important background information 
 about these adults and their lives. 
•  Round 1 involves 24 OECD and partner countries. 
 Round 2 adds an additional 9 countries 
•  Round 1 results will be reported in October 2013 
 and Round 2 in May 2016 
 

What is PIAAC?  
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Australia 
Austria 
Belgium 
Canada 
Cyprus 
Czech Republic 
Denmark 
Estonia 
Finland 
France 
Germany 
Ireland 

Italy 
Japan  
Korea, Rep of 
Netherlands 
Norway 
Poland 
Russian Federation 
Slovak Republic 
Spain 
Sweden 
United Kingdom  
United States  

Which countries are participating? 

Chile 
Greece  
Indonesia 
Israel 
Lithuania 
New Zealand 
Singapore 
Slovenia 
Turkey 
  

Round 1 Countries Round 2 Countries 
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How is PIAAC carried out? 

• PIAAC is administered in face-to-face interviews 
 in the homes of at least 5,000 participating 
 adults using either household or registry-based 
 samples 
 

• The primary mode of delivery is laptop computers 
 

• Adults who are unable to use a computer are 
 provided with a paper and pencil assessment 
 booklet 
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What is new about PIAAC? 
 
• Links to previous adult assessments including IALS 
 and ALL 
• Includes a study of mode effects to be able to 
 link across P&P and CBA  
• Expands the range of skills being measured  
• Introduces the use of multi-stage adaptive testing 
• Incorporates the use of automated scoring 
• Expands the types of information that is captured 
 through the use of log files  
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What Does PIAAC Assess? 

The Main Elements of PIAAC include … 
• Reading Components 
• Literacy 
• Numeracy 
• Problem Solving in Technology Rich Environments 
 

• Background Questionnaire 



Confidential and Proprietary. Copyright © 2012 Educational Testing Service. All rights reserved. Confidential and Proprietary. Copyright © 2012 Educational Testing Service. All rights reserved. 3/27/2013 8 

PIAAC vs IALS and ALL in the US 

IALS ALL PIAAC 

Reading 
Components 

Prose Prose  
Reading Literacy 

Document Document 

Quantitative 

Numeracy Numeracy 

PS in TRE 

Reading Literacy 
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What can PIAAC provide? 
• A deeper understanding of the distribution of 
 human capital especially for those 
 demonstrating high and low skill levels    
• Comparisons across countries, modes and 
 over time 
• An investigation of the links between key 
 cognitive skills and a range of variables  
• Information on the extent individuals who 
 have obtained qualifications from education 
 and training systems hold relevant skills and 
 are able to deploy them in society and the 
 world of work. 
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Expected Prociciency Values of CS and PS
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CORE 
4L + 4N 

 

LITERACY 
20 Tasks 

 

NUMERACY 
20 Tasks 

 

READING 
COMPONENTS 

 

CBA-Core 
Stage 1: ICT 

 

LITERACY 
Stage 1 (9 tasks) 

Stage 2 (11 tasks) 
 

 

NUMERACY 
Stage 1 (9 tasks) 

Stage 2 (11 tasks) 
 

 

 
PS in TRE 

 
 

NUMERACY 
Stage 1 (9 tasks) 

Stage 2 (11 tasks) 
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Stage 1 (9 tasks) 

Stage 2 (11 tasks) 
 

 

 
PS in TRE 

 
 

ICT use from BQ 

CBA-Core 
Stage 2: 3L + 3N 

   No computer 
experience 
8.8% 

 Some computer 
experience 

87.9% 
Fail 
4.4% 

Fail 
0.6% 

Pass 

Paper 
Branch 

Computer 
Branch 

 Refused CBA 
10.2% 

L=50.8% 
N=50.9% 
PS=38.7% 

1.6% (Missing BQ and  
          cognitive data) 

1.7% (Missing cognitive  
          data) 

PIAAC Main Study Yield (Unweighted) 
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Questions and Discussion 
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